Craster Parish Council

Parish Clerk: Miss Helen Brewis

Clover Cottage, 6, North End, Longhoughton, Alnwick, Northumberland.  NE66 3AG

Email: h.brewis@btopenworld.com
Registration Team,

Development Services,

Northumberland County Council,

Allerburn House,

Denwick Lane,

Alnwick,

Northumberland.

NE66 1YY

30th November, 2011.

Your Ref: 11/02793/FUL

Dear Sir/Madam,

New Farm Buildings at Dunstan Steads, Embleton

With regard to the planning application for new farm buildings at Dunstan Steads, Craster Parish Council endorses the position of the AONB as outlined in their email dated 29th November 2011 (attached below).

The Parish Council added the following three points:-

a) The re-siting of the caravan from the east side to the west side of the road. 

b) The immediate implementation of a screening programme, as a gesture of goodwill. 

c) Confirmation that NCC Highways Department has not changed their view of no objection since the previous application. 

Subject to the adoption of the AONB proposals and the above three Parish Council additions the Parish Council would not object to the application. 

Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

Helen Brewis

Helen Brewis,

Parish Clerk. 

Enc.

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Nicholls, Mel 

To: 'h.brewis@btopenworld.com' 

Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2011 6:18 PM

Subject: 11/02793/FUL Dunstan Steads

Hi Helen
 
Thanks for the phone call.  As outlined no-one is able to attend the meeting to represent the Northumberland Coast AONB Partnership.  However, if it would assist the Parish Council in its deliberations, I can provide the following comments which it would be appreciated if you could circulate to members or table on behalf of the AONB Partnership.
 
 
o        The AONB Partnership seeks to ensure that all developments in the area avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects on the special features of AONB.  In this regard the Partnership considers Application 11/02793/FUL has the potential to create adverse effects on the AONB and its landscape character, visual amenity, biodiversity and recreational opportunities.
o        The Partnership is advised that Dunstan Steads has been an arable farm for over 20 years, with no livestock rearing, contrary to claims made by Mr Gaston and his agent.  It was purchased by Mr Gaston as an arable farm.
o        The Partnership is not opposed in principle to a change of farming use to include livestock rearing.  However, it would be preferable to have a comprehensive farm development proposal that covered all elements of Mr Gaston ’s plans, rather than the piecemeal approach adopted to date.  This would permit consideration by all parties of all effects of the proposals especially cumulative effects.
o        A Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment be undertaken by the applicant of all potential sites for the shed, caravan and all works for the consideration and response by consulted parties prior to determination.
o        An assessment of potential adverse effects of the tank, sewage treatment plant and their operation on the watercourses, biodiversity and special interest features of the AONB and the designated SAC, SPA, Ramsar and SSSI sites be undertaken by the applicant for the consideration and response by consulted parties prior to determination.  
o        If County Council persists in determination of this application without the above Assessments the shed should be constructed from materials and in a colour that is more in keeping with its surroundings of high landscape quality (ie green roof and full side and end wall cladding), with landscape screening.  Design, materials and landscape planting must be to a standard approved by the Principal Natural Environment Officer in consultation with the AONB partnership staff.
o        In the event of any determination there must be no adverse effects of any effluent discharge from the tank or sewage treatment plant on the watercourses, biodiversity and special interest features of the AONB and the designated sites.
o        In the event of any approval any s106 agreement to include: provision for pedestrian/recreational access along the road, reinstatement of hedgerows and small field sizes (if any extensive livestock fattening is planned), relocation and improvements to the colour of the existing shed to reduce its adverse effects on landscape character and visual amenity.
 
Do not hesitate to phone me at home this evening (01670 787534) or on my personal mobile (07930112469) tomorrow if you need to clarify any of the above.  Really sorry I am unable to attend in person.
 
All the best for a successful meeting.
Regards 
Mel Nicholls 
Ecologist 
T: 01665 511207 
M: 07768310629 
Postal Address: 
Development Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 
Office address: 
Allerburn House, 
Denwick Lane, 
Alnwick, 

Northumberland  NE66
